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Agenda

• Introductions

• Opening Remarks

• Annual Report (50 mins)

• Workgroup Updates (50 mins)

• Outreach and Training

• Administration and Management

• Breakout Session and Recap

• Open Discussion/New Topics
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Annual Report

Overview

• Status of Open Data in Maryland

• Portal Statistics

• Visualization Examples

• Summary of 2017

• Data Guidance and Standards

• Data Maintenance

• Data Interoperability

• Workgroup Development

– Administrative and Management

– Outreach and Training
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Status of Open Data in Maryland

• Demand for open data is growing, and customers, constituents, 

and businesses expect data to be available to them as fast as 

they request it

• Open Data Portal and MD iMAP Open Data Portal Statistics:

• Most Popular Search Terms

• Most Popular Datasets

• Most Popular Downloads



Council on Open Data – December 2017

Portal Statistics Open Data Portal

1. Minority Business Enterprise: Statewide Directory – MBE, DBE 

(Disadvantaged Business Enterprise), SBE (Small Business Enterprise), 

and ACDBE (Airport Concession Disadvantaged Enterprise) Certified 

Business

2. Maryland Port Administration General Cargo

3. Violent Crime & Property Crime by County: 1975 to Present

4. Violent Crime & Property Crime by Municipality: 1975 to Present

5. Maryland Real Property Assessments: Hidden Property Owner Names

6. Violent Crimes & Property Crime Statewide Totals: 1975 to Present

7. MTA Average Weekday Ridership – by Month

8. Licensed Veterinarians for Fiscal Year 2018 (July 1, 2017 through June 30, 

2018)

9. Baltimore City Real Property Assessments: Hidden Property Owner Names

10. Licensed Veterinarians for Fiscal Year 2017 (July 1, 2016 through June 30, 

2017)

1. licensed veterinarians 

2017

2. county

3. facilities

4. wetlands of special state 

concern

5. assessment

6. property

7. business

8. jobs

9. roads

10. education

Most Popular Search Terms Most Popular Dataset Downloads
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Portal Statistics MD iMAP Data Portal

1. Maryland Political Boundaries – County Boundaries

2. Maryland Education Facilities – K thru 12 Education 

(Public Schools)

3. Maryland Road Centerlines – Local and Other Roads

4. Maryland Marine Boundaries – Shoreline

5. Maryland Property Data – Parcel Points

6. Maryland Floodplain – Effective FEMA Floodplain

7. Maryland Physical Boundaries – County Boundaries 

(Detailed)

8. Maryland Road Centerlines – Interstates

9. Maryland Road Centerlines – Maryland Routes

10. Maryland Political Boundaries – State Boundary

1. Maryland Property Data – Parcel Points Maryland 

Political Boundaries – County Boundaries 

2. Maryland Property Data – Tax Map Grids

3. Maryland Property Data – Parcel Points

4. Maryland Wetlands - Wetlands, Polygon 

(Department of Natural Resources)

5. Maryland Traffic Cameras - Traffic Cameras

6. Maryland Waterbodies - Rivers and Streams 

(Detailed)

7. Maryland Census Data - Census Tracts

8. Maryland Bathymetry - Chesapeake Bay Contours

9. Maryland Annual Average Daily Traffic - Annual 

Average Daily Traffic (SHA Statewide AADT Lines)

10. Maryland Housing Designated Areas - Communities 

of Opportunity

Most Popular Search Terms Most Popular Dataset Downloads
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Visualization Examples

Maryland Department of Commerce

• Dashboard comparing Maryland Counties, the State of 
Maryland to other States and metropolitan cities 
nationwide. 

• Customers can compare information such as 
demographics, education, taxes, transportation, 
quality of life, workforce, utilities, economy, and 
technology. 

• All data available on the Maryland Open Data Portal.
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Visualization Examples

MDOT State Highways Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT)

• Annual Average Daily Traffic volume data collected from more than 8,700 program 
count stations and 91 automatic traffic recorders (ATSs) located across the state.

• Search and view capability to the latest AADT information using a map interface and 
address search tool. 

• Supports tabular data download from within the map viewer.



Council on Open Data – December 2017

Summary 2017

Data Guidance and Standards

• The Department of Information Technology and the Governor’s Office 

of Performance Improvement developed guidance and standards for 

state agencies to identify datasets to publish on Maryland’s open data 

portals.

• This includes procedures for submitting and maintaining data on the 

open data portals. 

• Working sessions were held throughout 2017 to demonstrate the 

workflow for creating datasets within the open data portal and the 

process for scheduling the maintenance of data. These sessions will 

continue to be held in 2018.
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Summary 2017
Data Maintenance
• A goal for 2017 has been to improve timeliness of the data updates on the portal.

• At the end of 2016, there were 190 datasets that had not been updated in accordance with 

their selected maintenance timeframe.

• To address this:

• The Department of Information Technology developed a Data Updates Dashboard to 

allow data owners to identify which of their datasets were up-to-date and which were 

in need of data updates.

• The Governor’s Office of Performance Improvement worked with Data Coordinators, 

at each agency, to support the data update process and streamline the data updates.

• As a result of this effort, the number of out-of-date datasets in the portal has gone from 190 

to fewer than 20 for three consecutive quarters.

• The Governor’s Office of Performance Improvement and the Department of Information 

Technology will continue to work with agencies, across the state, to ensure that the Open 

Data Portal datasets are regularly maintained and updated.
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Summary 2017

Data Interoperability
• Throughout 2017, the Governor’s Office of Performance Improvement and the Department 

of Information Technology have been coaching agencies and customers on how to take 

advantage of the application programming interfaces (APIs) in the Maryland Open Data 

Portal.

• API use helps to ensure data interoperability.

• API use also ensures customers are using the most up-to-date data on the Portal. 

• One-on-one coaching and information sharing webinars were used to promote the use of 

data interoperability

• Customers can use built-in visualizations within Open Data Portal

-or-

• Customers can connect data from the Portal to third party analytics and visualization 

software. By taking advantage of this capability, customers are able to extend data analysis 

to best in class analytics software in order to gather additional insights from the data. We 

will continue to promote data interoperability in 2018. 
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Summary 2017
Workgroup Development
Administration and Management

• Develop guidelines of governance, for the Council workgroups, that extend beyond the 

statutory specifications. 

• Establishing and organizing workgroups, who serve in an advisory role to the Chair and 

Vice-Chair of the Council, to include their composition and structure, meeting frequency, 

process for voting to present information under advisement, and operating procedures.

• In 2018, Submit proposed guidelines for organizational governance, to the Council, for 

consideration. Once a consensus is achieved, the Workgroup will provide the Chair and 

Vice-Chair of the Council with a recommendation on how to proceed with establishing 

guidelines for Council workgroups.

• Additionally, the term for five of the Council appointees will expire in June of 2018. The 

Administration and Management Workgroup will conduct the search, selection, and support 

the application submittal of the proposed appointees for the term starting in July of 2018. 
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Summary 2017
Workgroup Development
Training and Outreach

• Draft the communications and collateral for increasing awareness about Maryland’s open 

data. 

• Developing and implementing ways to encourage the executive, legislative, and judicial 

branches, as well as local entities, to increase participation in Maryland’s open data.

• Includes increasing knowledge and transparency about the value and reliability of 

Maryland’s open data portals.

• Developing and implementing strategies to inform Maryland institutions, such as research 

libraries and educational institutions, on where to find and how to work with Maryland’s 

open data portals.

• 2017 activities included speaking at the Maryland Association of Counties Annual 

Conference, promoting open data through Maryland’s University system, collaborating with 

the U.S. Census Bureau and the National Governor’s Association, participating in research 

with Pew Charitable Trusts, and participating in the Socrata Connect National Open Data 

Forum and user group.
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Workgroup Updates

• Training and Outreach

• Administration and Management
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Workgroup Updates

The Administrative Workgroup have been meeting with the express purpose of reviewing the laws and 

traditions of the Council on whether to create new organizing principles of Council meetings. The 

Subcommittee conducted meetings on a bi-weekly basis to carefully review the history and traditions 

of the Council, and engaged in discussions regarding the statewide adoption of the Open Data Act 

(Act) and the promotion of policies that carry out the Act. 

The workgroup recognizes that the Act provides substantive guidance on how the Council may 

“promote the policy” of the Act, yet the Act is replete from procedural guidance on how to do it. For 

example, the Act defines “promotion” to include, among other things: (1) providing guidance and policy 

recommendations and when appropriate recommend legislation and regulations for procedures, standards, and 

other deliverables for open data; (2) coordinating the appropriate staff at each State entity for the development, 

maintenance, and use of open data and open data portals; (3) advising the Governor and General Assembly on 

budget matters related to open data; and (4) establishing a plan for providing all open data to the public at no cost. 

The Subcommittee concluded that certain questions should be more fully discussed and debated by 

the Council prior to recommending how to achieve the substantive policy goals articulated in the Act:

These questions include:
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Workgroup Updates

1. Does open data make a difference? For example, should the Council 

perform (or require the performance of) independent validation of 

performance measures and verification of data? What is the case to be 

made and how do we make it (i.e., does it spur innovation, create jobs, 

improve public trust and/or generate transparency, and if so, how does the 

Council prove it)? Does the Council need to prove it?

2. Is it a priority to focus on making data sources public, or focus on the 

establishment of policies to promote openness? Can both be done within 

the limited time available?
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Workgroup Updates

3. What organizing procedures should be adopted by the Council (i.e., by-

laws to address quorum, members, proxies, voting, etc.)?

4. What process should the Council follow to suggest/recommend changes 

to legislation?

5. Should the Council set data standards (i.e., format, quality, frequency)?

6. Should the Council recommend legislative changes requiring that all 

agencies “default” to releasing data and making that data available for 

free, if possible?
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Workgroup Updates

7. What is the Council’s jurisdictional limit with other open data laws and 

departments within the State of Maryland? For example, does the 

Council’s reach extend to the Freedom of Information Act, the Maryland 

Public Information Act, and the Open Meetings Act? How does the 

Attorney General’s Compliance Board and Ombudsman intersect with the 

Council’s policy mandate?
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Breakout Session and Recap
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Open Discussion / New Topics

Next Meeting: March 16, 2017


